November 2021
Golden Valley
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT)
Newsletter

Your team, based at Peterchurch.
PC 3687 Jeff Rouse
PCSO 6378 Pete Knight

07870 150972
07773 053919

jeff.rouse@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
peter.knight@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

Crime Trends
1st – 31 October 2021
Just one crime of note this month. Sometime over the weekend of 16th and 17th October 2021 graffiti
has been painted over the front of a garage door in Crossways, Peterchurch.

If you have any information regarding the incidents above, or any crime, you can contact
police via our website https://www.westmercia.police.uk/ or by dialling 101 if you don’t have
access to a computer.
In an emergency please dial 999.
You can also contact Crime stoppers on 0800 555 111 to report any crime or criminal activity
anonymously.
Please be aware that any information provided within this newsletter is to inform you of
incidents of note and to request possible assistance. Not every crime for the Golden Valley is
listed here. We do not want to worry you in anyway.
Any incidents stated are infrequent and spread about a wide area, and are over a whole
month.
.

Property marking

Just a reminder that we continue to offer free property marking to items such as chainsaws and power tools.
Property marking allows your valuable possessions to be marked in a visible manner that will deter thieves.
Property that is identifiable and traceable makes it harder for thieves to sell those items on. Contact either of us
directly to arrange a visit.

Take extra care on rural roads in Herefordshire

West Mercia Police and partner agencies are reminding all road users to take extra care on rural roads
in Herefordshire this autumn and are asking motorists to be patient around agricultural vehicles during
this important season as harvest continues.
Agriculture is one of the region’s key industries and this time of year is very busy in the farming calendar with
many crops requiring harvest and transportation, often within a short window of opportunity in order to ensure
consumers can enjoy the produce in prime condition. However, this burst of activity traditionally sees a rise in
road collisions, many of which are preventable.
A significant proportion of the collisions involving agricultural vehicles occur on rural roads with 60mph speed
limits, and many near turnings into farms. The typical causes of collisions are poor overtaking manoeuvres and
inappropriate speed, with drivers finding themselves unable to stop in time when presented with a slow moving
or wide vehicle. Since the start of 2019, there have been 3 fatal, 2 serious injury and 9 slight injury collisions in
Herefordshire involving an agricultural vehicle.
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A further hazard is caused by mud and debris being brought onto the roads by tractors and other vehicles that
have been working in the fields. Under the Highways Act (1980), farmers and contractors have a legal
obligation to ensure their vehicles are cleared of any mud or debris before entering the public highway. Excess
mud on the road is a danger to cars, motorbikes and cyclists and can change the way a vehicle handles, causing
skidding, especially in wet conditions.
Superintendent Gareth Morgan, West Mercia Police said: “We’d like to thank farmers for their hard work and
long hours during the harvest season. We all have a valuable role to play in road safety and while the majority
of farmers take steps to ensure they keep the roads clear of mud and debris, not all are as diligent. We would
like to remind farmers and contractors of their responsibilities under the Highways Act, and we will continue to
take a tough stance against anyone who we believe is being reckless and irresponsible, this also includes other
motoring offences such as mobile phone use.
“We are also asking farmers to ensure they are not driving agricultural vehicles on the roads with an obscured
field of vision. In simple terms, if there is a front implement on your tractor and it obscures your vision, you
could be liable for prosecution.
“General motorists are being encouraged to take extra care and patience on rural roads during the harvest
season. While it can be frustrating travelling behind an agricultural vehicle it’s not worth getting impatient and
putting yourself and other road users at risk with dangerous manoeuvres.”
Herefordshire Council and Balfour Beatty Living Places support safer roads in Herefordshire. Preventative
actions to be taken to mitigate potential actions being enforced by your local council.
What you must do:
•
•
•
•
•

Everything possible to prevent mud being deposited on the road. This includes cleaning mud from
vehicles, as far as practicable, before they are taken onto the road.
If there is a danger of mud being accidentally deposited on roads, use ‘Slippery Road’ signs with a
‘Mud on Road’ sub plate to alert other road users.
Clean the road as necessary during the working day and always at the end of the working day.
Ensure that labour and equipment is available and is suitable for the soil and weather conditions present.
Where a contractor is used, ensure that prior agreement is reached on who is responsible for mud on
road issues (signage, cleaning, etc) and ensure that adequate public liability insurance is in place.

What you should do:
•
•
•
•

Be prepared to hire in equipment – check availability in advance.
Keep to your own farm roads and minor roads whenever possible.
Keep to low speeds to help retain mud on the vehicle.
Keep a written record of your decisions on whether to deploy signs and/or to clean the road.

Anyone with concerns of excessive mud on the road that is presenting a hazard to road users should call
Balfour Beatty Living Places on 01432 261800 (calls are monitored 24/7). They will assess the risk and take the
action required to return our roads to as safe a state as we can. For more information on reporting road
problems, visit www.herefordshire.gov.uk/roads-1/report-problems-road Alternatively report to West Mercia
Police on 101 or online at www.westmercia.police.uk

Protect your property against burglary /vandalism
Vandalism is where property is maliciously destroyed or damaged - frequently without theft being
involved. Safeguard your property with our advice below.
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1. Keep it visible
It might feel like your house is more secure behind a high wall or fence but the fact it can’t be seen from the
street could make it a more tempting target.
Make sure your property can be easily seen by your neighbours and the public by ensuring hedges, fences and
walls at the front are no higher than one metre. That way, you’re not giving an intruder anywhere to hide.
Clever use of lighting can also help to keep burglars at bay. We recommend dusk-till-dawn, low-level white
lighting, especially in vulnerable, low visibility areas such as the side or the rear of the property.
Lights should be a minimum of three metres above ground with vandal-resistant casings.

2. Create a boundary
By doing this, you’re laying out your patch, marking your territory – and anyone crossing that line uninvited or
unauthorised is trespassing.
You can do this in a number of ways, such as a low fence, wall, hedge, flower bed or small bushes. Best to
avoid a rockery or large stones as they can be used by vandals.
And if you’re having your driveway done, make it a different colour to that of the road.

3. Protect what’s yours
Be sure to safeguard vulnerable points such as ground floor windows with one-metre high sharp, prickly
bushes. Nature’s barbed wire, can offer protection and look good too.
Security film – a clear or opaque covering that can be stuck onto windows – makes it harder to smash the glass.
White walls attract vandals with spray cans but anti-graffiti coatings that prevent paint from bonding to surfaces
are great deterrents.

4. Don’t make it easy for them
There’s more to security than keeping gates closed and doors, windows and sheds locked.
First off, if you have a surface which anyone can sit on – like a ledge or a low wall – make sure it’s not
‘bottom-friendly’. For example, planters with prickly plants look nice but are a pain for anyone just hanging
around or any uninvited guests. Also, secure the side and rear boundary of your property with a two-metre high
fence topped with a trellis, which is lightweight and unable to support a person. What’s more, it makes an awful
racket if anyone tries to use it to gain access.

5. Keep it tidy
It’s a fact that rubbish attracts rubbish. If a property is messy, some people won’t think twice about adding to it
or simply hanging around in the area.
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A neat and tidy property conveys a sense of order. That’s why we advise not to leave rubbish, ladders, wheelie
bins or anything else that could be used for burglary or vandalism lying around.

Secured by Design
For more advice and up-to-the-minute information about the latest crime prevention products, visit Secured by
Design – an official police security initiative.

Speed Enforcement

We have continued to address the problem of excess speeding in the Golden Valley. Villages attended by us
recently included Clehonger, Cusop, Ewyas Harold and Peterchurch. Other areas will be looked at over the coming
weeks.

Policing Operation
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You may or may not have noticed an increased police presence in the Golden Valley on 15th October.
Colleagues from other teams across Herefordshire along with the rural crime team joined forces with
us to get out and about in the community. Activities undertaken included property marking, mobile /
foot patrol (Peterchurch, Cusop, Dorstone, Madley, Clehonger, Ewyas Harold, not to mention the
miles of rural lanes in between), visits to licenced premises (not for refreshments I hasten to add !),
and farm visits. Further days of a similar nature are planned for the future.

View from the Office
We are very lucky to travel around The Golden Valley every day and see some of the fantastic views it
has to offer. This beautiful scene was taken by Pete from above Dorstone a few days ago.
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Where is PC Badger?
Last month caused a little confusion as to where PC Badger was. The ‘view from the office’ was him
sitting on a bench at the entrance to Hawthorn Rise, Peterchurch taking a rest from some foot patrol.
We thought this was a bit of a giveaway for the ‘where is he’ photograph, which was actually taken at
Bredwardine church. Perhaps this was a little too difficult as we didn’t have any correct answers.
.
Where is he this month ?

How to Contact Us
℡

to talk to your local SNT – see contact numbers at top of newsletter.
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goldenvalley.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk to liaise with the team here via email.
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/ – please use the West Mercia Police web site for all
other forms of contact, including reporting a crime (not 999), anti-social behaviour, motoring
matters, queries etc.
@GValleyCops
Neighbourhood Matters

Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in progress or life is in danger.

Where We Work

Abbeydore, Bacton, Belmont (part of), Blakemere, Bredwardine, Clehonger, Clifford, Clodock,
Cockyard, Craswall, Cusop, Dorstone, Dulas, Eaton Bishop, Ewyas Harold, Kerry’s Gate, Kingstone
(part of), Llancillo, Llanveynoe/Olchon, Longtown, Lower Maescoed, Madley, Michaelchurch Escley,
Moccas, Newton, Peterchurch, Preston on Wye, Rowlestone, Shenmore, St Margarets, Turnastone,
Tyberton, Vowchurch, Walterstone & Wormbridge (part of).
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