
Ward cllr report November 2020 – brief one this time  

We are closer than we were to having a ‘view’ on the various measures that have been 

proposed to achieve the transport objectives for Hereford City and how it serves the county 

in terms of connectivity… 

On November 9th General Scrutiny are to consider the Strategic Review of the Hereford 

Transport Plans. Access to documentation is on the council website and the committee will 

meet in public and there is a link to watch the meeting  online. 

 

The objectives of strategy have been laid out as: 

• Reducing our carbon footprint – we are in a climate emergency 

• Reducing congestion 

• Affordability 

• Increasing health and well being 

• Deliverability (timeliness delivering relief in the shortest time possible and not 

coming up against legal impediment. 

• Improving economic well being 

 

The documents comprise a Hereford Transport Strategy Review compiled by WSP (who have 

enjoyed a continuous working relationship with Balfour Beatty living places - the Council’s 

contractors) and an independent peer review by Mott MacDonald. 

 WSP has a very close business relationship with Balfour Beatty and stands to gain the most 

from any large scale developments in Herefordshire. The bulk of the costs for the review 

were incurred on WSP’s review and only 20% on the Independent review by Mott 

MacDonald who were called in after the event to factor in the climate and ecological 

emergency and check that due process in had been followed in the work done to date on 

the two ‘road schemes’ 

Hereford Council has already spent a huge amount of money (<£8m) has been spent on 

progressing ‘chosen schemes’. However a letter from the Highways Agency way back in 

2014 in respect of the SWTP (South Wye Transport Package) states that:  

 

“The Agency notes that the South Wye Transport Package provided a series of 

complementary transport measures. This is welcomed in principle as under current 

guidance the building of new road infrastructure could only be justified in policy terms when 

other avenues such as travel planning and sustainable travel modes had been developed 

and shown not to address the transport needs and issues identified.” 

 

 



It is on this basis and the pressing need of the Climate and Ecological Emergencies that I will 

be questioning the assessments in the Strategic review of the Transport Schemes.  

You will understand that schemes which evidence low cost, quickly deliverable, carbon 

cutting, health promoting, decongesting benefits are ones which I would espouse.  

My questions will be designed to establish how robust any assertions in the documentation 

are.  

 

COVID19 and the new lock down 

The pandemic continues to affect Herefordshire to a lesser extent than many other 

authorities but recent trends show that we all need to be extra careful. 

(see Alistair Neill’s recent infographic) 

There is a rise cases in the county from a low base but the virus IS in the community and we 

have been advised to show extra care and not to become complacent. Already local 

resilience groups are talking about helping those who are more vulnerable amongst us 

despite the fact that legal shielding is not part of the current lockdown (being vulnerable 

does not disappear because you no longer fit within an altered legal category) this care and 

diligence is embedded in our communities and is the strongest force we have to combat the 

pandemic. It is US who will and can do it. 

So this is a record of thanks to everyone who is helping a neighbour by abiding by the rules 

of social distancing or by being able to help with local resilience teams. 

  

 

 

 


