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It has been amazing to witness (from the required social) distance the work of the 

volunteer groups in Golden Valley North. Such dedication, ingenuity, good heartedness and 

determination. An amazing total  of £1731.26 raised for the Food Bank at the Bring and Buy 

Sale (Corona Preston/Blakemere). This whole process is a long haul with all our lives 

impacted in many and various ways but the awareness that there are needs out there 

greater than our own, the desire to contribute even when our own needs are being either 

compromised or unmet is so heart warming. Thanks to everyone from me. 

Attached is both the Leaders report for June and The chief executive’s power point. 

• Peterchurch Covid19 continues response group meetings continue and I continue to 

take my part in that. This initiative has been nothing short of fantastic – and it is a 

priviledge for me to be involved.  

• Primary School I have been in conversation with Peterchurch Primary Head teacher– 

-NO parents with Yr R children have elected to send their children back to school 

-of 12 year 1 children only 3 children will return 

- of 20 year 6 children- 10 parents have responded to date and of these only 2 have 

said they would send their children back at this stage. 

Currently the school provides for 2 key worker children and 1 vulnerable child. To 

ensure equality of provision school will cover exactly the same programme as is   

delivered in online lessons.  

Head teachers face a difficult job managing staff vulnerabilities and fears – as well as 

the logistics of ensuring that the school  environment to which children are returning 

is both as Covid safe as possible and not developmentally damaging. 

Reports to date indicate that year 6 children are adapting to the rules and are pleased 

to be in the routine of school and the younger years are pleased not to have to have 

the challenge of ‘sharing’! Social distancing of nursery age children practically 

impossible to any degree of thoroughness. 

 

• Planning application land adjacent to Ploughfields Preston-on-Wye 

The current round on this is seeking for approval of matters reserved by condition- 

layout, build design and design quality- 

The representation which I have made as ward councillor is as follows: 

•  Plot 8 could be laid out in a much more neighbour friendly way: 
By  having garden all the way down the east of the plot sending the garage up to the NW and having the 

house located in the NE corner of the plot. 

It looks like there has been a desire to ‘match’ the opposite end of the development like bookends. But this 

does not take into account the necessity to mitigate for the neighbours. 

• The size of the dwelling on Plot 10 is huge –and I am concerned it looks over dominant in the overall look of 
the development. 



• Given that the residents are going to be car dependent and that this therefore is not the most sustainable of 
sites – (very few local amenities) which will force residents to higher car dependency and thus increased 
carbon emissions  
I would like to see some climate change compensatory measures taken in the build of the dwellings – I think 

that this could well make them much more saleable.  

I am pleased to see bike storage on three of the dwellings and presume that the other dwellings use their 

garages. Is there water storage for every house? (in the form of water butts?) 

The provision of solar panels, high levels of insulation, and triple glazing. Consideration could also be given to 

orienting the dwellings where possible to capture the available sunlight. 

Has the developer considered passivhaus design? 

Here is a link to what this is all about: 

https://www.homebuilding.co.uk/passivhaus-what-is-it/  

 

 

As you know, I was very much against this outline application at the time –feeling, along 

with residents that it represents too much of an increase in a village with very little 

amenity, and a poor road network. We did our best at the time and we are where we are. I 

have made suggestions around sustainability modifications and protection of neighbours 

‘amenity’ (outlook privacy etc) and this will depend on a good relationship with the 

developer. The officer Heather Carlisle felt that the proposals were very much in line with 

where we could mitigate this development. Let’s keep our fingers crossed - the developer is 

local (ish) –Weobley and hopefully cares about our county! 

 

 

• Planning application 201441 (Peterchurch next to  Hawthorne Rise) 

I have already made comment to the planning portal that the information on the 

submission is now well out of date. In conversation today with the planning officer 

for the application - Heather Carlisle, she has also emailed the applicant to say that 

the information needs to be updated. She commented that it may well be in the 

nature of a ‘holding application’ put in in order that outline permission does not 

expire. 

Heather has advised that site notices are not likely to be up until the end of the week.  

I have had positive responses from Ceri Morgan that the company contracted to 

draw up plans for a new build school are managing to bring their plans closer in line 

with the original budget. 

• Planning application for a general purpose agricultural building at the Bage Farm 

Dorstone 

This planning application was passed for approval at planning committee 13/2. On 

behalf of concerned residents I put forward the case for applying the regulatory 

controls that we do have to ensure protection of the waters at the head of the River 

Dore but this part of the conversation was not taken up and the planning application 

was passed as it stood. 

https://www.homebuilding.co.uk/passivhaus-what-is-it/


 

 

• Committee work continues on the Waste and recycling TFG and the Climate 

Emergency TFG where we are looking at ways in which we can reduce reuse or 

recycle and at ways in which planning can adapt to meet the environmental crisis. 

• Scrutiny committee (of which I am a member) had its first meeting last week and 

agreed to include HC response to emergency – looking at both the flooding and (in a 

timely fashion) at the issues arising during this pandemic. 

• Increasing Biodiversity Verging on Wild have forwarded the attached document – 

some Parish councillors  showed some interest and it seems like a good opportunity 

as we are all out walking and generally appreciating our local surrounds much more 

to revisit this topic.  

They have had good collaboration with Balfour Beatty and now have some ‘do not 

cut yet’ signs so if we could identify some areas that could be left for our valued mini 

beasts and plant diversity it would be great!!! For those interested in pursuing this 

here are two utube links which will demonstrate how and why this might be a good 

and doable option. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xZFPxr1HmsQ&list=PLhi1QZuu36KX1ATosmA0eC9gGtEclagTr 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo1TnRX4cXk&list=PLhi1QZuu36KX1ATosmA0eC9gGtEclagTr&index=
2 

 

• Rural bus service  

We have had a difficult time with getting any rural bus services on the B4348. As the 

gradual return to work opens up this is becoming an increasing problem. There have 

been many ups and downs.  We (the parish council, the community hub, a concerned 

local spokesperson and I) are working with cabinet member for transport John 

Harrington who is doing his best to try and resolve the situation. Currently the 

villages of Peterchurch and Dorstone have one bus per week on a Sunday which runs 

between Hereford and Hay-on-Wye. 

• Transport Strategy Review  (several councillors have asked where we are with this) 

The review of transport through Hereford (which was open for the public to respond 

to from February 6th) received a lot of respondents. 

•            3945 visitors to the welcome page of the site 

•            1032 individual respondents 

•            2129 contributions (comments and likes of other people’s comments) 

•            1463 informed – people who visited more than four pages of the site but didn't contribute 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xZFPxr1HmsQ&list=PLhi1QZuu36KX1ATosmA0eC9gGtEclagTr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo1TnRX4cXk&list=PLhi1QZuu36KX1ATosmA0eC9gGtEclagTr&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo1TnRX4cXk&list=PLhi1QZuu36KX1ATosmA0eC9gGtEclagTr&index=2


 It is now well underway and assessing each proposal against a list of objectives 

(environment, climate emergency, economy and society) and performance 

assessment criteria (risks, affordability, deliverability and acceptability) 

Despite Covid work continues on this important area. 

 

County Wide response to Covid – public health  

• Outbreak  Management Plan Work is continuing to put in place the 7 elements - 

which is in the process of being drafted in advance of the end of June deadline.  

This initiative follows a letter to our council leader from MP Nadine Dorries - Minister for 
Patient Safety in the Dept. for Health and Social Care: 
 
‘Every part of the country will develop in June a local outbreak control plan and we look forward to 
working closely with eleven areas to share and spread good practice. These will be based on upper 
tier local authority areas linked to public health responsibilities. Councils will need to fully involve 
NHS partners including GPs, as well as district councils in two tier areas, and will be able to 
collaborate across a larger geography if they so wish. We are delighted that Government is backing 
local government with £300m to develop and roll out these plans.  
 
There is so much local expertise and activity already in place to build on. A briefing note and slide 
deck is attached to set the framework for the next phase of joint local and national delivery. 
Additional information will be provided in an online call to be scheduled next week.  
I am looking forward to working with you in this joint endeavour.’  
 
 

• The Outbreak Control Group  

Will meet for the first time this week and are in discussions with Cabinet to put in the 

place the Outbreak Engagement Committee who will manage the public engagement 

elements. We are working through the workforce implications of the plan although 

still awaiting national guidance on the details of the funding available to support the 

implementation. 

Project Brave which is supporting the needs of those without homes is looking 

forward to find sustainable solutions for rough sleepers and vulnerable people in 

three phases: These include contracting with Vennture to provide continuing street 

based support and a capital project to develop a no second night out hub. 

Governments Infection Control Fund to Care Homes  

A sum of £2,718,590 has been awarded to Herefordshire and, in accordance with the 
grant terms and conditions.  

 

• Care home providers will be paid 75% of the total grant allocation. This will be paid 
across two payments in June and July  

 

• Delegated authority be given to the Director of Adults and Communities to spend the 
remaining 25% (£679,647) of the grant against the terms and conditions specified 
within the grant.  



 

 

 

 

 

 


